Appalachian State University
2009 Freshman Survey - Overall Report

Count | Column %
To how many colleges did you apply this year, One 138 11.2%
including Appalachian? Two 242 19.6%
Three 330 26.8%
Four 257 20.9%
Five or more 265 21.5%
Are you receiving any type of financial aid? Include Yes 790 64.0%
work study, grants, loans, and scholarships. No 444 36.0%
Please indicate below each kind of aid you received. |Academic 370 47.0%
Financial need 545 69.2%
Athletic-based 28 3.6%
Other (dance, music, etc.) 38 4.8%
Other than listed above 159 20.2%
For the year 2008, what was the amount of your $10,000 or less 34 3.0%
parents' or guardians' combined pre-tax income? $10,001-$15,000 17 1.5%
$15,001-$20,000 20 1.7%
$20,001-$25,000 30 2.6%
$25,001-$30,000 44 3.8%
$30,001-$35,000 69 6.0%
$35,001-$40,000 50 4.4%
$40,001-$50,000 87 7.6%
$50,001-$60,000 98 8.6%
$60,001-$75,000 178 15.6%
$75,001-$100,000 192 16.8%
$100,001-$150,000 187 16.4%
$150,001-$200,000 77 6.7%
More than $200,000 60 5.2%
How many people do your parents or guardians One 54 4.4%
currently support in their household? Two 127 10.4%
Three 249 20.4%
Four 474 38.8%
Five or more 319 26.1%
How many of your parents' or guardians' dependents |Only myself 799 65.7%
including yourself are currently enrolled in college? Two dependents 358 29.4%
Three or more dependents 60 4.9%
Indicate the educational attainment of your father. Less than high school graduate 34 2.8%
High school graduate 201 16.4%
Some college/no degree 180 14.7%
Two-year associate degree 111 9.0%
Four-year baccalaureate degree 426 34.7%
Some graduate or first professional

coursework, but no degree 39 3.2%
Master's Degree 165 13.4%

Doctorate or first professional degree
71 5.8%

(medicine, dentistry, law, etc.)
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Count | Column %
Indicate the educational attainment of your mother. Less than high school graduate 19 1.5%
High school graduate 147 12.0%
Some college/no degree 211 17.2%
Two-year associate degree 181 14.7%
Four-year baccalaureate degree 442 35.9%
Some graduate or first professional
coursework, but no degree 35 2.8%
Master's Degree 165 13.4%
Doctorate or first professional degree
(medicine, dentistry, law, etc.) 30 2.4%
Which best describes the area in which you lived Rural Area 149 12.1%
during high school? Small town (20,000 or fewer) 388 31.5%
Moderate-size city (20,001-60,000) 393 31.9%
Large city (60,001-100,000) 151 12.3%
Urban area (more than 100,000) 150 12.2%
During middle school, junior high or high school were |Yes 15 1.2%
you a participant in the GEAR UP program? No 1,219 98.8%
In what grade(s) did you participate in GEAR UP? 6th 7 46.7%
7th 9 60.0%
8th 8 53.3%
9th 5 33.3%
10th 4 26.7%
11th 3 20.0%
12th 2 13.3%
To what extent did GEAR UP information and activities |Very helpful 2 13.3%
help you prepare for admission to college? Helpful 5 33.3%
Moderately helpful 7 46.7%
Of little help 1 6.7%
Unhelpful 0 0.0%
Have you been employed during your first semester? |l worked 20 hours or more each week. 16 1.3%
| worked less than 20 hours each week. 153 12.4%
| did not work . 1,065 86.3%
During your college search and application process, how important were the following items
in helping you make an informed decision: Count | Column %
Appalachian website Extremely Important 409 33.9%
Important 609 50.5%
Not Important 168 13.9%
N/A 20 1.7%
First Connections portal Extremely Important 481 40.0%
Important 529 43.9%
Not Important 168 14.0%
N/A 26 2.2%
College Fairs at your HighSchool/in your Community  |Extremely Important 69 5.8%
Important 302 25.5%
Not Important 614 51.9%
N/A 197 16.7%
Visiting Campus for a weekday tour Extremely Important 444 37.0%
Important 379 31.6%
Not Important 179 14.9%
N/A 199 16.6%
Visiting Campus at Open House Extremely Important 302 25.3%
Important 396 33.2%
Not Important 224 18.8%
N/A 272 22.8%
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During your college search and application process, how important were the following items
in helping you make an informed decision: Count | Column %
Regional Reception in the Spring Extremely Important 59 5.0%
Important 238 20.2%
Not Important 391 33.2%
N/A 489 41.5%
Emails from Appalachian Extremely Important 337 28.0%
Important 564 46.9%
Not Important 254 21.1%
N/A 47 3.9%
Viewbook Extremely Important 161 13.7%
Important 364 31.0%
Not Important 319 27.1%
N/A 331 28.2%
First Connections Book Extremely Important 479 39.8%
Important 533 44.2%
Not Important 142 11.8%
N/A 51 4.2%
Friends Extremely Important 393 32.6%
Important 519 43.1%
Not Important 247 20.5%
N/A 45 3.7%
Parents Extremely Important 433 35.7%
Important 572 47.2%
Not Important 178 14.7%
N/A 29 2.4%
Guidance Counselor Extremely Important 171 14.3%
Important 382 32.0%
Not Important 517 43.4%
N/A 122 10.2%
Teacher Extremely Important 200 16.8%
Important 399 33.4%
Not Important 467 39.1%
N/A 128 10.7%
Prior Experience (such as a summer camp) Extremely Important 130 10.9%
Important 193 16.2%
Not Important 362 30.4%
N/A 504 42.4%
Count | Column %
If the information in the First Connections book were  [Hardcopy Book 698 56.8%
also available in a similar format online, which would  [Online Resource 500 40.7%
you be more likely to use? Neither 31 2.5%
If the information in the First Connections book were  |Hardcopy Book 837 68.7%
also available in a similar format online, which would  [Online Resource 337 27.7%
your parents be more likely to use? Neither 44 3.6%
What was the perception of Appalachian at your high [Top academic reputation with very
school? competitive admission standards 358 29.1%
Aver mic r ion with average
S I B
Low mic reputation with eas
agmizgﬁndnes st?eln?jil:ds ’ 50 4.1%
No opinion 113 9.2%
Did you feel recruited to Appalachian? Yes 254 20.8%
No 724 59.2%
Don’t Know 246 20.1%
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Count | Column %
What was the primary reason you chose Appalachian? |Appalachian’s academic reputation in my
major 299 24.2%
Appalachian’s overall academic reputation
114 9.2%
Appalachian’s location and the opportunities
for outdoor activities 302 24.5%
| wanted to attend a small university 27 2.2%
| wanted to attend a large university 6 0.5%
| was offered a merit scholarship 19 1.5%
Less expensive than other schools | 114 9.2%
Appalachian’s student housing 0 0.0%
Close to home 52 4.2%
Far away from home 34 2.8%
Offered an invitation to join the Honors
Program 18 1.5%
Diverse Student Body 4 0.3%
| received more personal attention from
Appalachian 42 3.4%
Friends recommended it 41 3.3%
Counselor recommended it 0 0.0%
Parents wanted me to go here 21 1.7%
Friendly people 42 3.4%
Other: 98 7.9%
During the coming school year, about how many hours do you think you will spend in a typical
7-day week doing each of the following: Count | Column %
Preparing for class (studying, reading, writing, doing 1-5 114 9.3%
homework or lab work, analyzing data, rehearsing, and [6-10 334 27.20%
other academic activities) 11-15 322 26.3%
16-20 225 18.4%
21-25 139 11.3%
26-30 56 4.6%
More than 30 36 2.9%
Working for pay on- or off- campus 1-5 652 59.9%
6-10 174 16.0%
11-15 142 13.0%
16-20 93 8.5%
21-25 23 2.1%
26-30 3 0.3%
More than 30 2 0.2%
Participating in co-curricular activities (organizations, |1-5 539 45.6%
campus publications, student government, fraternity or [g-10 359 30.3%
sorority, intercollegiate or intramural sports, etc.) 11-15 161 13.6%
16-20 73 6.2%
21-25 23 1.9%
26-30 13 1.1%
More than 30 15 1.3%
Relaxing and socializing (watching TV, partying, etc.) |1-5 128 10.5%
6-10 334 27.3%
11-15 324 26.5%
16-20 217 17.8%
21-25 88 7.2%
26-30 39 3.2%
More than 30 92 7.5%
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During the coming school year, about how often do you expect to do each of the
following? Count | Column %
Ask questions in class or contribute to class Very often 326 26.6%
discussions Often 479 39.1%
Sometimes 408 33.3%
Never 13 1.1%
Make a class presentation Very often 72 5.9%
Often 381 31.2%
Sometimes 717 58.7%
Never 52 4.3%
Work on a paper or project that requires integrating Very often 426 34.8%
ideas or information from various sources Often 614 50.2%
Sometimes 177 14.5%
Never 7 0.6%
Put together ideas or concepts from different courses |Very often 276 22.7%
when completing assignments or during class Often 587 48.2%
discussions Sometimes 339 27.8%
Never 16 1.3%
Discuss ideas from your readings or classes with Very often 103 8.4%
faculty members outside of class Often 206 16.8%
Sometimes 675 55.2%
Never 239 19.5%
Discuss ideas from your readings or classes with Very often 162 13.3%
others outside of class (students, family members, co- [Often 458 37.5%
workers, etc.) Sometimes 545 44.6%
Never 57 4.7%
Try to better understand someone else’s views by Very often 290 23.7%
imagining how an issue looks from his or her Often 575 47.0%
perspective Sometimes 334 27.3%
Never 24 2.0%
Learn something that changes the way you understand |Very often 344 28.3%
an issue or idea Often 564 46.4%
Sometimes 293 24.1%
Never 14 1.2%
Have serious conversations with students who are very|Very often 268 21.9%
different from you in terms of their religious beliefs, Often 432 35.4%
political opinions, or personal values Sometimes 475 38.9%
Never 46 3.8%
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APPALACHIAN STATE UNIVERSITY
2009 FRESHMEN SURVEY

Please mark your answers to the following questions as indicated. All information from this
survey is strictly confidential and will be used purely for planning and research purposes.

To how many colleges did you apply this year, including Appalachian?

One Two Three Four Five or
more

Are you receiving any type of financial aid? Include work study, grants, loans, and
scholarships.

Yes No

Please indicate below each kind of aid you received.

Academic Athletic-based Other than listed

Financial need Other (dance, music, above

etc.)





2009 FRESHMEN SURVEY

For the year 2008, what was the amount of your parents' or guardians' combined pre-
tax income?
Please try to answer even if you are financially independent.

$10,000 or less $30,001-$35,000 $75,001-$100,000
$10,001-$15,000 $35,001-$40,000 $100,001-$150,000
$15,001-$20,000 $40,001-$50,000 $150,001-$200,000
$20,001-$25,000 $50,001-$60,000 More than $200,000
$25,001-$30,000 $60,001-$75,000

How many people do your parents or guardians currently support in their
household? Include yourself and parents or guardians, if applicable

One Three Five or more
Two Four

How many of your parents' or guardians' dependents including yourself are currently
enrolled in college?

Only myself Two dependents Three or more
dependents





Father

Mother

2009 FRESHMEN SURVEY

Indicate the educational attainment of each parent or guardian.

Less than high school graduate
High school graduate

Some college/no degree
Two-year associate degree
Four-year baccalaureate degree

Less than high school graduate
High school graduate

Some college/no degree
Two-year associate degree
Four-year baccalaureate degree

Some graduate or first
professional coursework, but no
degree

Master's Degree

Doctorate or first professional
degree (medicine, dentistry, law,
etc.)

Some graduate or first
professional coursework, but no
degree

Master's Degree
Doctorate or first professional

degree (medicine, dentistry, law,
etc.)
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Which best describes the area in which you lived during high school?

Rural Area Large city (60,001-100,000)
Small town (20,000 or fewer) Urban area (more than 100,000)
Moderate-size city (20,001-

60,000)

During middle school, junior high or high school were you a participant in the GEAR
UP program?
Yes

No

In what grade(s) did you participate in GEAR UP?

6th 10th
7th 11th
8th 12th
9th

To what extent did GEAR UP information and activities help you prepare for
admission to college?

Very helpful
Helpful
Moderately helpful
Of little help
Unhelpful

Have you been employed during your first semester?
| worked 20 hours or more each week.

| worked less than 20 hours each week.
| did not work .
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During your high school years, in which sports and at what level did you participate.
(Choose all that apply)

Commu

nity/Rec
High reation

School

Q
c
(ep

Baseball
Basketball
Bowling

Cross Country
Equestrian

Field Hockey
Football

Golf

Gymnastics

Ice Hockey
Lacrosse

Soccer

Fastpitch Softball
Swimming/Diving
Tennis

Track & Field
Volleyball
Wrestling

Other
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Please list the other sport(s) and the level(s).
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During your high school years did you receive any of the following awards or honors
in the following sports? (Choose all that apply)
All-
Region or
All-Confer Team
All State ence Captain

Baseball
Basketball
Bowling

Cross Country
Equestrian

Field Hockey
Football

Golf

Gymnastics

Ice Hockey
Lacrosse

Soccer

Fastpitch Softball
Swimming/Diving
Tennis

Track & Field
Volleyball
Wrestling

Other

Please list the other sport(s) and the awards or honors.
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Please select the sports, including level, that you would like to participate in at
Appalachian. (Choose all that apply)

NCAA Intramura
Varsity Club Is
Baseball
Basketball
Bowling

Cross Country
Equestrian

Field Hockey
Football

Golf

Gymnastics

Ice Hockey
Lacrosse

Soccer

Fastpitch Softball
Swimming/Diving
Tennis

Track & Field
Volleyball
Wrestling

Other

Please list the other sport(s) and the level that you would like to participate in at
Appalachian.
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During your college search and application process, how important were the
following items in helping you make an informed decision:

Extremely

Appalachian website

First Connections portal

College Fairs at your
HighSchool/in your Community

Visiting Campus for a weekday
tour

Visiting Campus at Open House
Regional Reception in the Spring
Emails from Appalachian
Viewbook

First Connections Book

Friends

Parents

Guidance Counselor

Teacher

Prior Experience (such as a
summer camp)

Important

Important

Not
Important

N/A
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If the information in the First Connections book were also available in a similar
format online...
Online
Hardcopy Book Resource Neither
Which would you be more
likely to use?

Which would your parents
be more likely to use?

What information did you need, but not find easy to obtain, that would have made
your college search and application process easier?

What was the perception of Appalachian at your high school?
Top academic reputation with very competitive admission standards

Average academic reputation with average admission standards
Low academic reputation with easy admissions standards
No opinion





2009 FRESHMEN SURVEY

Did you feel recruited to Appalachian?

Yes
No
Don’t Know

Appalachian’s academic
reputation in my major
Appalachian’s overall academic
reputation

Appalachian’s location and the
opportunities for outdoor
activities

| wanted to attend a small
university

| wanted to attend a large
university

| was offered a merit scholarship
Less expensive than other
schools | considered
Appalachian’s student housing

What was the primary reason you chose Appalachian?

Close to home
Far away from home

Offered an invitation to join the
Honors Program

Diverse Student Body

| received more personal
attention from Appalachian

Friends recommended it
Counselor recommended it
Parents wanted me to go here
Friendly people

Other:





2009 FRESHMEN SURVEY

Please give the "other" primary reason you chose Appalachian?

What other universities were you seriously considering?

During the coming school year, about how many hours do you think you will spend in a
typical 7-day week doing each of the following:
More
than
1-5 6-10 11-15 16-20 21-25 26-30 30

Preparing for class (studying, reading, ( (- (- (" (- (" (-
writing, doing homework or lab work,

analyzing data, rehearsing, and other

academic activities)

Working for pay on- or off- campus (- (" Q e a ~ ~

Participating in co-curricular activities
(organizations, campus publications,
student government, fraternity or

sorority, intercollegiate or intramural
sports, etc.) (- (- (" (- (" (" ("

Relaxing and socializing (watching
TV, partying, etc.) (- (- (- (- (- (" ("
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During the coming school year, about how often do you expect to do each of the
following?

Very Somet
often Often imes Never

Ask questions in class or contribute to
class discussions

Make a class presentation

Work on a paper or project that requires
integrating ideas or information from
various sources

Put together ideas or concepts from
different courses when completing
assignments or during class discussions

Discuss ideas from your readings or
classes with faculty members outside of
class

Discuss ideas from your readings or
classes with others outside of class
(students, family members, co-workers,
etc.)

Try to better understand someone else’s
views by imagining how an issue looks
from his or her perspective

Learn something that changes the way you
understand an issue or idea

Have serious conversations with students
who are very different from you in terms of
their religious beliefs, political opinions, or
personal values

Please click Submit below. Thank you for completing the survey.
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considering?

What other universities were you seriously

What other universities were you seriously

considering?

Institution Count Institution Count
UNC Wilimington 51] Boston University

UNC Chapel Hill 48| Colorado University at Boulder
North Carolina State University 42 Elon University

UNC Charlotte 39 Embry-Riddle University

UNC Greensboro 37| Emory & Henry College

UNC Asheville 28| Emory University

Western Carolina University 20 Furman University

East Carolina University 18 Georgia State University
Lenior-Rhyne University 16 Guilford College

University of Tennessee Knoxville 12 Louisiana State University
None 11 Mary Washington University
Virginia Tech University 10 Miami University

Savannah College of Art and Design

Pfeiffer University

Gardner-Webb University

Samford University

Wake Forest University

UNC Pembroke

Campbell University

University of Central Florida

College of Charleston

University of Florida

High Point University

University of Southern California

James Madison University

University of Texas

University of Colorado

University of Virginia

University of Georgia

Virginia Commonwealth University

Warren Wilson College

American University

Clemson University

Appalachian State University

Meredith College

Belmont Abbey College

Queens University in Charlotte

Carson Newman College

University of South Carolina

Chowan University

Wingate University

Christopher Newport University

Berry College

Coastal Carolina University

Catawba College

Colorado State University

Duke University

Columbia International University

East Tennessee State University

Cornell College

Elon Univeristy

East Stroudsburg University

Florida State University

Eckerd College

Lees-McRae College

Flagler College

New York University

George Mason University

Roanoke College

Georgia Tech

Auburn University

Greensboro College

Belmont University

Grove City College

Brevard College

Indiana University

Davidson College

Ithaca College

Liberty University

Longwood University

Mars Hill College

Marshall University

University of Richmond

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

William and Mary
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Methodist University
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Murray State University

North Georgia College and State University

Penn State University

Randolph College

Salem College

Seton Hall University

South Carolina

St. Andrews Presbyterian College

The College of New Jersey

Tulane University

Tusculum College

University of Alabama

University of Delaware

University of Louisville

University of Miami

University of Missouri

University of Tampa

University of Vermont

University of Wilmington

Valdosta State University

Washington University

Winthrop University

Wofford College
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What other universities were you seriously

considering?

What other universities were you seriously

considering?

Institution

Count

Institution

Count

Adelphi University

Michigan State University

Air Force Academy

Monmouth University

Arizona State University

Montana State University

Art Institute of Charlotte

Montgomery College

Ball State University

Montreat College

Bard College

Musician's Institute

Baylor University

North Carolina Central University

Bellarmine University

North Carolina University

Bloomsburg University

North Carolina Wesleyan College

Bloomsburg Univserity

North Greenville University

Bowling Green State University

Northeastern University

Bridgewater College

Northern Arizona University

Bryan College

Northern lllinios University

Bucknell University

Northwestern University

Buffalo University

Norwich University

Butler University

Oglethorpe University

Carnegie Mellon

Ohio Northern University

Cedarville University

Ohio State University

Cederville University

Ohio University

Central Michigan University

Ohio Wesleyan University

Central Missouri State University

Pace University

Central Piedmont Community College

Palm Beach Atlantic University

Champlain College

Peace College

Charleston Southern University

Philadelphia University

City University of New York

Pratt Institute

Coast Guard Academy

Presbyterian College

Colorado Mountain College

Princeton University

Colorado State University-Pueblo

Queens College

Converse College, Spartanburg, SC

Radford University

Covenant College

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

Dartmouth College

Rhode Island School of Design

DePaul University

Richmond University

Drake University

Rider University

Duquesne University

Ringling College of Art

Eastern Michigan University

Rochester Institute of Technology

Edinboro University

Rockingham Community College

Endicott College

Rollins College

Fashion Institute for Design and Merchandising

Roosevelt University Chicago

Fashion Institute of Technology

Rosemont College

Florida A&M

Salisbury University in Maryland

Florida Atlantic University

Sam Houston State Universtiy

Florida Gulf Coast University

Sewanee The University of the South

Florida Institute of Technology

Skidmore College

Fort Lewis College

South Carolina State University

Francis Marion University

South Florida University

Full Sail

Southeastern University

Georgetown University

Southern Adventist University

Georgia Institute of Technology

St. John's University

Gettysberg College

St. Mary's University

Global College

St. Norbert's College

Grand Valley State University

State University of New York at Albany

Harding University

Sterling College

Harvard University

Stetson University

lllinois State University

Susquehanna University

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Syracuse University

Indiana University—Purdue University Indianapolis

Tennessee State University

lowa State University

Tennessee Tech University

Jacksonville University

Texas A&M University

Kent State University

Texas Christian University

Lipscomb University

The Art Institute of Charlotte

Loyola University Chicago

The Art Institute Of Chicago

Lynchburg College

The New School

Marquette University

The University of Washington

Mary Baldwin College

Toledo University

Maryville College

Towson University

Mayland Community College

Trevecca Nazarene University

Mc Daniel College

U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis

McDowell Technical Community College

United States Air Force Academy

IMeGill University

United States Naval Academy

Mercer University

University of Vermont
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Merchant Marine Academy
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What other universities were you seriously
considering?

Institution Count
University of Alabama at Birmingham
University of Alabama Tuscaloosa
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Santa Cruz
University Of Cincinnatti

University of Connecticut

University of Denver

University of Evansville (Evansville, IN)
University of Georgia

University of Hartford Connecticut
University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign
University of Irvine

University of Kentucky

University of Maryland College Park
University of Massachusetts Amherst
University of Memphis

University of Michigan

University of New Hampshire
University of New Haven

University of North Florida

University of Northern Colorado
University of Notre Dame

University of Oregon

University of Rhode Island

University of South Florida

University of Tennessee Chattanooga
University of The Pacific

University of the South, Sewanee
University of Utah

University of Washington

University of Western Carolina
University of Wisconsin Madison
University of Wyoming

Valparaiso University

Vanderbilt University

Wake Technical Community College
Washington & Jefferson College
Washington State University

West Chester University

West Texas A & M

West Virginia University

Western Kentucky University
Western State College of Colorado
Westminster College

Wheaton College

Wilkes Community College

Yale University

York College of PA

Young Harris College
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