Cheryl Knight's Testimonial
Cheryl is a Professor of Curriculum and Instruction in the Reich College of Education at Appalachian State University and is the recent recipient of the Governor’s Excellence in Education award.  Her enthusiasm for my pedagogy greatly strengthens its credibility and theoretical soundness.

********************************************************************************************
January 15, 2001

Subject:  Dr. Kevin Barrett, Teaching Innovation Award Candidate

Dear Members of the Teaching Innovation Awards Committee:

I am writing this letter on behalf of Dr. Kevin Barrett, a Teaching Innovation Award Candidate, in order to discuss the potential impact of his work on the instruction of academic colleagues.  The innovation was developed from the belief that student-centered instruction results in long-term learning, which integrates constantly with new information to construct knowledge of meaning for the learner.  Students should learn content within the context of its application.  Therefore, students are presented new information as necessary for the solution of actual problems.  They consult each other, gather data from as many sources as possible, and follow established procedural and legal guidelines to determine the best solution.  Basic concepts supporting each of these activities are applicable across content.   

Over the past two years I have served as a peer reviewer in Dr. Barrett's classes on taxation.  I have observed first hand the effects of his innovative teaching on students. Kevin spends valuable time reflecting on content, student learning, and cognitive strategies, then adjusts procedures to improve learner outcomes.  I have viewed the innovative products presented to your committee. Kevin and I have had extensive discussions on the soundness of his instructional strategies from the prospective of teaching and learning/application. We have projected ways to share his ideas on effective teaching with colleagues through the use of technology. 

In this letter I will discuss Kevin's teaching innovations in four categories; meeting student needs, transferring the innovation across content areas, establishing a dual learning environment, and creating a renaissance for university teaching.  Having perused his materials I believe you will agree that the methodologies he integrated into his approach to teaching not only prepare students for their roles in tax preparation but transfer to any vocation or avocation they might choose.  

The teaching innovation presented by Dr. Barrett is designed to meet student needs.  He identifies life-long skills needed by adults such as critical thinking and problem solving, then develops instruction that supports their development.  He also meets the demands of student learning differences.  Since students take in and process information differently, this innovation allows students to set their own timeframes; it uses a variety of senses, sight, hearing, speaking and touching; it allows students to process information either inductively or deductively. When students are allowed to learn in a manner that matches their style, information is internalized and retrieved more effectively.  

The technology-based instruction demonstrated in Kevin's presentation of materials can be transferred across content areas.  For instance, all students regardless of their major should develop the skills of data access and application. Through the use of technology the students are given first hand experience in using the media to gather, analyze, and reconstruct information. They develop skills in organizing data and presenting it in a usable format.  Also, they learn to use the technology as a communication devise for discussing ideas or problems with colleagues.  They interact with each other to develop people skills, a quality essential to success in the adult world.  The majority of university classes suffer from inadequate time to cover the course content.  Through the application of this innovation, classroom time is not only used more efficiently and effectively, but the students are better prepared for participation in the classroom activities.  

This brings me to the third category, establishing a dual learning environment.  Using this teaching innovation, students no longer see learning as an outcome of the classroom and the textbook.  They realize that learning results from interaction in many settings.  In this case the students use technology as one learning environment in which they access, process, and share information.  They also have the classroom environment in which they interact, reflect, and critique each other's work.  The innovation of establishing a dual learning environment contributes to developing life-long learners of our students.  The concept of professor participation in the out-of-class learning by students can be applied to all academic areas.  

Last, I see the innovation as a renaissance for university teaching, one that changes the way professors do business.  It will upgrade the expectations of students in both quantity and quality of learning.  It will provide for integration of learning among departments, such as business with communications and education.  It will encourage dialog about teaching innovations among colleagues.  It will encourage others to take risks in developing new approaches to content presentation and student learning.  It will force professors to re-evaluate the way they perceive students and how they assess outcomes.  With the application of teaching innovations such as the one presented here, I can envision a resurgence of excitement through our education communities about the value of learners and learning.     

Dr. Barrett's teaching innovation can make a tremendous impact on teaching at the university level.  It already has impacted the students in his class.  And, it already has impacted one colleague, me.  Given the opportunity to share his work with others can only strengthen the quality of instruction and thus the future contributions of university graduates.  

Respectively submitted, 

Cheryl Knight, Ph.D.

Professor

Department of Curriculum and Instruction

Appalachian State University

Box 32047

Boone, NC 28608

knightcs@appstate.edu

828-262-2590

828-262-2128 FAX

