Nina’s Testimonial

I participated in Dr. Barrett's Individual Taxation class and it is my pleasure to write of his personal and professional skills. I was truly amazed by the wide variety of skills I've gained from this one class.

I think the environment Dr. Barrett maintains in his classes is one that is creative and highly effective in allowing for maximizing the learning process. Before taking his class, I felt apprehensive about using a computer. Being from Russia where computer resources are limited, very few people have access to computers. The Universities do not have student accessible computers and at a bank where I worked, only the president and vice president were allowed to use the computer. All other employees were strictly forbidden. This experience developed a great deal of apprehension in me about using any computer application. This class has helped me to overcome that fear by having the class structured in such a way that I was practicing how to use the computer for various needs on a regular basis.

Just to name a few things I have learned are how to do tax research on line and off line, a variety of e-mail and bulletin board posting techniques, and using the tax program, Prosystems.  Perhaps, most importantly, this class has helped me not to be afraid to learn and explore new features on the computer and has helped me to become a computer literate person. I have gained more computer skills in this class than I have in a class that was specifically geared towards computer information systems.

Ever since I can remember, public speaking has been one of my worst fears. I have taken a public speaking class before, but I never got over my fear to speak in front of my peers. The Individual Taxation class has significantly improved my public speaking skills.  Dr. Barrett created an interactive and friendly environment where student's are encouraged to speak up and share what they've learned from each other. I presented a tax issue to the class at every class session.  That assisted me in my becoming more comfortable with talking in front of large groups of people.

And I believe most students would agree with me when I say that students gain a great amount of knowledge about tax, accounting and law in Dr. Barrett's class. This diverse combination of things that Dr. Barrett teaches prepares students for challenging professional careers in the real world.  It was in fact his excellent teaching of tax accounting that inspired me to pursue a career in tax accounting. I believe that the skills that I've learned in his class will help me pursue a successful career in public accounting and those skills also gave me the confidence to pursue an internship with one of the most prominent accounting firm's in the world.

During the four years of my college career at ASU and two years of college in Russia, I have not met a teacher more dedicated and involved in the learning process of his students. He is always available to enthusiastically help students with any questions - not only in class and during his office hours, but on his own time as well. It has been my experience that this is indeed a very rare quality. Any time I had a question I always felt welcome to come to him for assistance and he took as much time as necessary to help me understand the material. I think that is what teaching is all about. His pedagogy is very effective, encouraging and motivating. His quest for teaching excellence is a gift that the university should be proud of and admire.
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