Rick’s Testimonial:

To whom it may concern,

My relationship with Dr. Barrett began over four years ago.  Dr. Barrett’s Accounting Principles I class was my introduction to the world of accounting.  A subject I have seen countless students struggle with, accounting came easy to me.  I honestly believe my continued success in accounting can be attributed to Dr. Barrett.  At the time, Dr. Barrett’s Principles class had yet to evolve into what it is today.  However, in comparing his Principles I class to the Principles II class the following semester, it was clear early that Dr. Barrett’s teaching was far superior.  

It was widely known that taking Individual Tax during the summer, offered by a different professor, provided a much easier way through this required class.  Even without knowing what I do now, I was confident that Dr. Barrett’s Individual Tax would be a more valuable learning experience than the easier alternative.  I was proved right.  Proof first came during my internship with Deloitte & Touche.  Having been taught the skills necessary to succeed and excel in our profession, I felt I was far better prepared for the challenges that awaited.  For example, given a research assignment from a manager who wanted an answer in 30 minutes, I found ample authority in minutes.  I doubt any lecture would have accomplished the same results.  

Throughout my academic quest I have been reassured that my confidence in Dr. Barrett is well founded.  I have consistently outpaced my peers in other classes.  I am not intellectually superior.  Instead, my success can be attributed to the skills Dr. Barrett bestowed on my fellow Individual Tax classmates and me.  The ability to recognize and solve problems is extremely important in accounting, tax or audit, academic or professional.  No other class provided a meaningful learning experience with this skill, much less the central focus one of Dr. Barrett’s classes has.  

I had the opportunity to take two more classes under Dr. Barrett, Estates, Trusts, and Gifts, and Tax Planning and Research.  They did not disappoint.  These classes built upon the sturdy foundation I gained in Individual Tax.  Built around the same skills-based format as Individual Tax, these other two classes immersed us in the respective subject while still building on the skills important to our success.    

I have had the unique experience of watching Dr. Barrett’s techniques evolve.  As his graduate assistant, I’ve had the opportunity to assist him in his Individual Tax class, witnessing from both sides the results of his teaching.  I feel this makes me a credible witness to the fact that Dr. Barrett is on to something, a something his colleagues seem blind to.

I have obviously sought out Dr. Barrett, taking every class he teaches, instead of escaping by way of easier classes, as did some of my peers with a questionable work ethic.  I can think of no better way to thank Dr. Barrett for his contribution to my success than through my confidence in and commitment to him.  I am honored to write on his behalf and feel it is the least I can do.  I hope my observations will provide meaningful insight into who I feel, after 17 years as a student, has been my greatest teacher.  I feel the following quote captures the essence of Dr. Barrett’s teaching better than anything I can say.  Lao-tzu, the Chinese philosopher, wrote: 

“The Master doesn’t talk, he acts.

When his work is done, 

The people say, ‘Amazing:

We did it, all by ourselves!’”

I will be happy to discuss further issues concerning Dr. Barrett and his Individual Tax class.  If you feel I may be able to answer any questions you may have, feel free to contact me.

Rick Paden

Apartment #415 K Guilford College Road

Greensboro, NC 27409

(336) 323-0618 H

(336) 378-8752 W

rick_paden@rsmi.com
