Steve Breiner's Testimonial

In his present capacity as Associate Director of Information Technology for Instructional Computing Services and his forthcoming Directorship, Steve is in uniquely positioned for being able to see how my Institution’s most forward-looking and creative educators are changing their learning environments through the meaningful and powerful use of technology.

**************************************************************************************

Appalachian State University

Instructional Computing Services Division

Information Technology Services

Thelma C. Raley Hall

Boone, North Carolina, 28608

Mark Higgins

Department of Accounting

College of Business Administration

364 Ballentine Hall

University of Rhode Island

Kingston, RI 02881

Dear Dr. Higgins,

It is my distinct pleasure to write in support of Kevin Barrett's quest for an ATA/AA Teaching Innovations Award. I have worked frequently with Kevin over the last year as he labored to fundamentally alter the way his course, Individual Income Taxation, is taught here. I have found Kevin's enthusiasm for both his teaching and his subject refreshing and I will look toward his achievements in this class as models for things I hope to do in my new position as head of

Instructional Computing Services at Appalachian State.

Before I sat down to write this letter, I visited your web site to see what criteria were pertinent to the awards you issue, and, in all honesty, I can state that the undergraduate income tax course taught by Kevin easily meets every criterion listed. Although I will happily speak with you if you would like to contact me, I will summarize what I think are the high points in what Kevin has achieved.

1.  A new framework or paradigm on which the organization of a course is based,

Kevin has almost completely shifted the focus of achievement in this course from the classroom to the student's own efforts ‑ much in line with current research indicating the efficacy of a "learner‑centered" approach to teaching. His students, using this paradigm (albeit sometimes reluctantly), managed to solve every case in the course more rapidly and completely than have any classes in the past.

2.  An unusual use of a learning technique or methodology,

Kevin's use of a quasi‑competitive mode for assigning topics stimulated his students' interest and motivation, thereby discouraging procrastination in selections of cases and issues. His students apparently worked hard from the start. Kevin remarked to me late in the semester that these students had accomplished so much more than previous classes, that he would have to quickly devise new and more difficult cases. The students in this class solved all of the assigned cases before the semester was over; a feat never before accomplished in previous classes.

3.  The use of original cases or other course materials designed by the instructor,

Kevin's classes have always relied on well‑structured and complex cases and issues, developed by him as a result of his internship ‑ this class was no exception.

4.  An experiment in group learning or problem solving, or

Online, virtual workgroups may be the most important innovation in this class. The use of online collaboration discussion tools, coupled with Kevin's unique student-driven audit protocol, inspires students to come to class well informed and ready to discuss the subtle and less obvious implications of cases. Students' resulting preparation allowed them to make excellent use of Kevin's expertise (and their in‑class time) in productive ways, rather than in ways that simply mimic or regurgitate texts or pre‑solved cases.

5.  Integration of non-technical issues (ethics, communication skills, etc.) into the tax curriculum.

Clearly, students taking this class have benefited greatly from the integration of computer technology into the collaborative and communicative components of this course. Students learned, and many must have become proficient with, effective means of modern communication. The familiarity developed by students with tools involved with security (encryption), collaborative editing (multi‑author word processing), and even simple, well‑reasoned and grammatical exposition, have given Kevin's students an advantage they will likely keep for a long time.

I understand that you may be reading many letters of this sort, so I'll close with this thought: If you make this award to Kevin Barrett, you will have done well by your discipline and your organization.

Sincerely yours,

Steven J. Breiner, Ph. D.

Associate Director of Information Technology

   for Instructional Computing Services

Assistant Professor of Chemistry

3088 Thelma C. Raley Hall Boone, NC 28608

(828) 262‑6731

breiner@appstate.edu

