Discussion Questions for Section 1: Pediatric Dysphagia
Normal Swallowing Development

· What developmental milestones occur in utero that are relevant to swallowing?

· Describe the earliest developing suck(le) pattern

· Describe the later developing suck pattern

· How does the infant anatomy facilitate feeding and swallowing in the context of an immature neuromuscular system?

· How the infant swallow differ from the adult swallow?

Swallowing Disorders: General

· Describe common difficulties related to suck(l)ing

· Describe potential pharyngeal phase difficulties

· Describe how the suck/swallow/breathe pattern may become disrupted

Swallowing Disorders: Specific Medical Conditions (Table 2.2)
	Name of Medical Condition
	General Description of Medical Condition – Relevant Details
	How Condition Impacts Feeding/Swallowing

	Developmental disability
	
	

	Cerebral palsy
	
	

	Prematurity
	
	

	Post-natal brain injury, including stroke
	
	

	Muscular dystrophy
	
	

	Mobius syndrome
	
	

	Autism
	
	

	Prador-Willi
	
	

	AIDS
	
	

	Cleft lip
	
	

	Cleft palate
	
	

	Mandibular hypoplasia
	
	

	Treacher Collins
	
	

	Pierre Robin
	
	

	Down syndrome
	
	

	Infant respiratory distress sydrome
	
	

	Esophageal atresia
	
	

	Bronchopulmonary dysplasia
	
	

	Laryngomalacia
	
	

	Tracheostomy
	
	

	Gastroesophageal reflux
	
	

	Food sensitivity/refusal
	
	

	Others?
	
	


Assessment of Swallowing Function
· Attach a questionnaire that includes relevant historical information

· Describe the observations to be made of the baby’s general state and sensory/motor function

· Describe the observations to be made of the baby’s feeding behavior

· Describe several instrumental tools that aid in the assessment of swallowing function

Treatment of Swallowing Function

· Describe the general categories of treatment strategies (e.g., pg 124 – 155)

· Develop a rubric for identifying appropriate treatment strategies (e.g., Table 4 – 1)

· Describe ways of naming, predicting, and assessing treatment outcomes

