Curiosity and the Kat
Grades 4-5, Ages 9-11

Storytelling Session

David Cosand - alternoize@hotmail.com

Goals
To develop a sense of community among peers in the classroom

To create simple characters

To work cooperatively in group improvisations

Materials

The book, "Kat Kong" by Dav Pilkey

Arizona Standards

1AT-F3 . As a character, play out her/his wants by interacting with others, maintaining concentration, and contributing to the action of classroom improvisations (e.g., scenes based on personal experience and heritage, imagination, literature, and history).


PO 1. Develop small group improvisations based on characters' wants and needs


PO 2. Interact in role with other characters in the improvisation


PO 3. Use an imaginative range of movement and dialogue that is appropriate to the 

           characters within the improvisation
Warmup
Have students walk around the room acting as cats. Tell them interact with each other as cats would interact. Next, have the students do the same thing as mice. Then have them choose individually whether they want to be cats or mice, and have them respond accordingly to the other animals in the room. The mice will be afraid of the cats, and the cats should want to chase the mice.
Framing
Ask students if they have any pets. Make sure everybody gets to answer. Then ask the students if they know who Charles Limburger is. Tell the students that Charles Limburger is from Mousopolis. Ask if any of the students have been to Mousopolis before.

Process

Read the story, "Kat Kong."

Facilitate an improv of the story with students. Assign the following characters to students - Charles Limburger, Rosie Rodent, Doctor Varmint, Kat Kong, native mice, pilot mice, and a butcher. If there are any students who don't get characters, have them decide what kind of mice citizens of Mousopolis they are. Lead the class in a dramatic re-telling of the story.

Assessment
Lead a discussion about what the students think was in the red box.

Ask the students why they think the mice treated Kat Kong so badly.
