World's Fair
Grades 6-12, Ages 12-18

Social Drama Session

David Cosand - alternoize@hotmail.com

Goals

To develop an understanding of diversity

To develop an understanding of culture

To develop improvisational skills

To create a sense of community in the classroom

Materials

Paper and Markers for flags (if students don't have their own)

Arizona Standards

1AT-E3 . Cooperate in an ensemble to rehearse and present improvisations and scripted scenes involving themselves as invented characters.

Warmup
Play the machine game.

The game begins with one student repeating a simple motion over and over again, along with a vocalization to accompany that motion. When the action and sound have been established, another student makes a new motion and a new sound to build upon the first one. Each new student becomes the next part of the machine. Eventually, every student in the class is making a sound and doing a physical action to form one gigantic machine. This game is supposed to be creative and a lot of fun. There are no broken machines. Any physical action and any sound are just fine.
Framing
Explain to the students why the machine game worked the way it did. Discuss with them how each sound and motion were different, yet they all combined to form one big machine. Ask what it would be like if everyone in the group was doing the same sound and physicality for the entire time. Talk about what might happen if a few of the parts of the machine decided to wander off away from the rest of the machine.

Process

Discuss how the concept of the machine game is similar to the people of the world.

Explain what a world's fair is, and tell the students that they are going to participate in a world's fair in class. Have the words "culture" and "diversity" written on the board and review those concepts.

Divide the class into small groups of about three or four. Tell them that they are an ancient tribe of people. Have them decide on a name, religion, language, music, and government for their tribe. Have them draw a flag for their tribe. Next, give them about fifteen minutes to prepare an original theatrical scene rich in ancient tribal history. The scenes can be about whatever they choose, as long as they reflect the history and culture of their people. Have each tribe perform for each other in a world's fair setting. If appropriate, have a stage and audience set up for each tribe. Be sure to applaud each scene.

Assessment
Discuss the world's fair experience. Were there differences between tribes? What kind of cultures did the tribes have?

Have students write a paper on which actual world culture they would like to learn more about and why.

