Daughters and Sisters

Historically (from the anthropological standpoint) females experience a role change as they grow from daughters to wives and mothers. The ties between daughters and mothers and sisters seem to last long after girlhood even after leaving home. Virtually no society expresses a preference for a girl babies over a boy babies. Some societies the first decision to be made is whether they are to live at all
Female Infanticide: In some societies culturally and socially recognize as a practice; in some cultures it is the father who does the deed, or the mother. Female infanticide is a way of population control in some countries. This practice goes back to ancient societies like the Egyptians, Mesopotamians, and the classical Roman and Greek periods. How much has it changed?

Theories: “Boys are assets, girls a burden” In some East and South Asian societies boys are favored to all extends (they are better fed, better brought up, and so forth). 
A selective destruction of female babies throughout history. Is it related to the high value given to males in societies? If men occupied the public spheres (especially war) they should be protected, such is the belief in many societies.

Daughters are temporary members of the family once they marry they leave; sons, on the contrary, inherit property, carry on the family line/name, fulfilled cultural rituals, and keep the responsibilities for parents and siblings. 

How about in the U.S.? Some studies have shown that there is a slight preference towards boys. 
Daughters and Mothers according to Nancy Chodorow. The Mother is the first “Other” a child experiences. The girl has the same-sex attachment in early childhood. She identifies with the mother and her sense of self is formed out of the realization that mother is the same sex “other.” This makes it harder for the daughter to separate emotionally and physically from the mother than for the son. If the mother trends to project herself in her daughter, trends to see her own childhood in her daughter experience then most likely the daughter would have a predictable like (her mother’s). (Virginia Wolf’s statement on women’s choices): Gender identity is made easy!
Adolescence: the daughter tries to distance herself from the mother while trying to remain close to her mother’s love. Mothers may try to inhibit their daughters desire to be their own selves, and expect their daughter to help around the house with “women’s work.” A daughter start to be shape into a “little mother” says Chodorow, and she is taught nurturing skills. 

Mothers may try unconsciously to mold their daughters into their same image or consciously try to make sure their daughters don’t repeat their same experiences. 

Jane Flax argues that even after the separation from the mother the daughter continues to experience their mother as an ever present figure and framework through which they evaluate their own selves. Some daughters react with anger towards their mother dependence or independence. 

Adulthood is another phase. What ever confusion or tension created in the early two phases (childhood and adolescence) once the daughter has become a woman and marry and becomes a mother herself, they draw closer to their mothers seeking support and advise. 
Women’s art, the mirror image, and “the allegory of non-identity fear of desertion.” 

Criticism: Women of Color have questioned Chodorow’s assertion on mothers and daughters relationships. How about the role of other women like the grandmother, siblings, aunts, cousins, friends and even men who “mother” children in African American society?

Girlhood in the U.S. is it difficult?  

(See Anne Frank assessment on herself). 

Family Configuration:

Historically, families, up until now, are the fundamental unit on which societies are structured upon. Even today, despite the fact that there are other roles for women, being a wife and a mother continue to be the main roles for most women. 

Conventional Marriage: Why marry? To maintain the basic structure of society and for economic reasons to maintain the division of labor needed to produce food (men’s work) and shelter (women’s work). Heterosexual marriages have traditionally be the accepted kind of union to establish a family. Traditionally men married women because they needed their work at home, and women married men because they needed men’s work outside the home. This was due to the division of labor (men were the hunters and warriors and women stayed home taking care of the children). This division has always been on gender distinctions. 
Another reason: To regulate sexuality, to avoid promiscuity, and maintain heterosexuality as the norm within the family structure. Yet, up to the 18th century sexual preferences had nothing to do with identity or family configuration (See Michael Foucault History of Sexuality)
Most societies prohibit incest, or sexual relations among kinship. In order to star a family people must seek outside the family to do so. 
Arrange marriages: To maintain the kinship, to assure continuity of culture, patrilineage, religion, etc.

In some societies polygamy is allowed, desire (though some men find it hard in terms of economics). However, polyandry is extremely rare. In most societies wives are subordinated to husbands even in industrialized societies wives are “incorporated” into a man’s life (e.g. wives of politicians the first lady, etc..)

Challenging the patriarchal societies and heterosexual family: 

By the end of the 20th century many people have chosen not to marry (cohabitation without marriage, delaying parenthood, having children without the marriage or not having them at all, homosexual marriages, adoption, etc).

But also globalization and technology are challenging the traditional configuration of marriage/families

Say for instance the transformation of human reproduction by means reproductive technology/artificial insemination. 

Globalization spread by means of massive communications all these transformations or challenges (the local and the global cultures meet). 
Is patriarchy doom to disappear?

Motherhood:

Without a doubt the most significant, controversial, political/politicized, gendered, intimidating, responsible, role for a woman.  

Stereotypical images of mothers flood societies throughout history. 

The mother is an idealized role, far removed from any anxiety, depression, frustration, isolation. 

MOTHERING IS A LEARNED CULTURAL BEHAVIOR NOT A NATURAL DISPOSITION. 

In the U.S there are high expectations of mothering yet the work of mothers remain undervalued and unpaid. 

Motherhood can be a source of great personal realization and empowerment for others a way of oppression

Social class affects motherhood; most poor women lack prenatal care, thus the experience of motherhood for a rich woman is very different than for a poor woman.
