Women’s Studies: Subjects of Sex, Gender and Desire:
What we perceive is dependent on the way we order our experience. Without some order, there is no meaning. The creation of categories somewhat facilitate us the creation of order. But how do we start that classificatory system: Before we are two we live in a world without language. We are infants. The word infant means without language. Language is related to thought, thus before we learn how to speak we live in a world were the thinking and reasoning processes are virtually non-existent. 

Lacan’s reinterpretation of Freud’s theory of Oedipus Complex (The World of the Mother: Chaos, symbiosis vs. The World of the Father or The World of Law, Signifiers and Meaning). 

Julia Kristeva deconstructs this concept with her idea of the “abjects”

Within the world of the father there are arbitrarily classified outfits such as the idea that a boy should wear blue and a girl pink (gender by clothing) although there is nothing intrinsically feminine or masculine about these colors, being categorized as feminine or masculine is a construction. In each Western societies there appear to be such construction of outfits. 

Symbols: To organize our experience we use symbols to create meaning. A word, a color, an object can be use arbitrarily to provide that meaning. 

In this way femininity or masculinity is highly shaped by our symbolic constructs (round hips, big breasts, but round both sexes do have round hips. We are taught at a very early age to use those symbolic knowledge and we grow up unaware of it, it is almost a conditioned phenomenon. We construct reality using names and symbols BUT those names and symbols also shape us and gradually construct us. Think about our appearance: the use of  brassieres, make up, skirts, but this symbols go beyond these appearance issues and can profoundly affect our identity and our personalities. 
Modernity: The creations of these symbols have been most of the time created by male discourses. Classical painting for example when most artist were men depicts the body of women in very particular ways. Religion depicts the behavior of women in specific ways as well. In some non-Western cultures women are considered to be strong and independent while in other cultures women are in need of protection and more fragile thus relegated to the indoors and their domestic spheres.  In the U.S. pale skin was related to femininity. Women of Color have thus experience the politics of skin color and hair the experience of having a physical image that does not align with the dominant image of feminity. 

Art, religion, language, literature, popular culture etc., perpetuate those images. For the most part women have been the consumers or receivers of these images but not the creators, not the writers, painters, poets, artists, speakers etc. of these images thus they have a passive receptive participation. Is their reality express? In other words for the most part of human history men have been the creators of symbolic meaning. 
But not all men, a select minority, for the most part women AND men have been the receivers of these creations.

Feminism: a dirty word. A concept of transgression. The feminist was deliberately unattractive, masculine, fanatic, lesbian, hairy, men hater, defensive, without sense of humor, a pain in the ass!!

The antagonist of the feminist: The happy bride walking along the ale in her white wedding dress to become Mrs. So and So. 

The Media helped to strengthen these images. Think about commercial in television What is the image of women? Are really most of women like that? 

The Barbie Syndrome. 

Classification of People: This goes way back in history. Before Modernity and Medieval Ages. The Greek Philosopher Aristotle. Aristotle is one of the philosopher that had a profound influence in the way Western politics were shaped. In his book Politics classified women and children together since he believed that neither was fully developed. That Love was only possible among equals mean and men, not women, and that women were important to society due to their reproductive capacity. Thus women and children were excluded from any public activity. Women were considered emotional and thus like children, were innocent, vulnerable, etc. These categories extended to all discourses of humanity and way into the middle of the twentieth century. In classical literature the stereotyping of women based on Aristotle’s conceptions was overpowering.
Women the polar opposite of men. Heterosexuality the norm. Homosexuality, Bisexuality have been until recently, hardly depicted in ANY form of human expression (literature, art, religion, painting, etc). 

A woman/ a lesbian, a homosexual, a bisexual, a person of color etc., does not need to be told explicitly this, it is taught silently through symbols, myths, language, literature, history, religion, art, fantasies, cultural imagery.

Language: A man means people, mankind means people, patrons ( support art) matrons raised families, effeminate is  a negative word, feminine is sexy, The gendered European Romance languages.

Myths: Adam and Eve (from the rib and what was her curse? Physical pain when bearing a child. The curse for Adam:  Get a job.

Mary vs. Eve.

The god and the goddesses 

Symbolic constructs of women:

Frightening females (non-erotic witch that consumes men, witches, in fairy tales the beautiful woman that turns into an ugly old maid, in some cultures men considered women as pollutants due to  their reproductive configuration menstruation and child birth believed to be periods that need purification, men forbidden to have sexual relations with women prior to war et.,)

venerated madonnas (fairy god mother, self sacrificer, pure, asexual, her joy is to make men and children happy, she does not urinate, defecate, have sex, menstruate, she is humble and obedient to men)

sex objects (Eve, the sex erotic woman who offer herself to be eaten, the pornographic woman whose body is degradated for the pleasure of men)

earth mothers (embraces what is naturally associating women with nature and who conquers nature? Culture associated with men and nature with women. This image reassures Aristotle’s discourse)

 invisible women (disappearance of women from conscious thought) .

All these above lead to the idea of women as the other. Social imagery provides a rationalization for the real social order. The social distancing established by the notion of women as the other provides an excuse for the devaluation of women (Exploitation, abuse and denial of rights). 

How to deconstruct this?

Agency: Women have a lot to say from their own space. The mathematitian Sonya Kovalesky: “Say what you know, do what you must, come what may” 

Feminist Imagery: employed by women artists. 

Women’s Wrds: las madres de la plaza de mayo

Women’s Identity and Utopia: A Woman on the Edge of Time\
